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San Marcos, CA - The San Diego Archaeological Center is pleased to present the exhibit Moments in Time; An Exhibition of San Diego History.  The history of San Diego has been well-documented in various types of media. However, artifacts recovered from archaeological sites can reveal a more personal account of the past. The everyday objects that pass through our hands, used and then discarded, capture significant details not often noted in historical documents.
This exhibit recounts significant events in American history as experienced by one San Diegan, Blanche F. Wright. The artifacts record Blanche’s personal life as well as her participation in the work force during and after WWII.  Her occupation as a nurse explains the medical equipment and medications that appear in Blanche’s collection alongside some typical household items.  Archaeologists were able to identify Blanche from historical records, but it is her recovered belongings that tell us about her personality and lifestyle.  Although her written records may be lost, our understanding of Blanche is enhanced by something as simple as a treasured doll or a perfume bottle. 
The historic events featured in this exhibit were selected because of they are similar to circumstances today.  Lifestyle transformations, economic uncertainty, war and social inequality are current issues. What will we leave behind for future archaeologists to find that will reflect our experiences?  This exhibit, curated by San Diego Archaeological Center volunteer Shannon Erickson, runs January 2012 through March 2012. Located in the Social and Behavioral Sciences building of the California State University, San Marcos campus, the exhibit is open to visitors from 8am-5pm Monday through Friday, free of charge.  Students and members of the public alike are invited to peek into the life of Blanche F. Wright and to learn more about a stirring historical period in San Diego.
Please visit http://www.csusm.edu/guide/index.html for directions to the campus and parking information.
The San Diego Archaeological Center was created in 1993 to provide an archaeological curation facility for the San Diego Region.   The Center was the first nonprofit organization in the nation dedicated solely to curating and sharing archaeological collections with the public.  Planning is underway to create a spacious and light-filled lobby, enhanced exhibition space, classroom, library and research areas. A new entryway will feature native plant landscaping designed to promote conservation, outdoor exhibit and seating areas, water elements and improved signage to promote the Center as a regional tourist destination. 
The Mission of The San Diego Archaeological Center is “to preserve archaeological collections and promote their educational, scientific and cultural use to benefit a diverse public.”  

 For more information on this exhibit please contact Dr. Adolfo Muniz via email at      admuniz@sandiegoarchaeology.org or by phone: (760) 291-0370.
   
